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Public  Health  Department, 
Town  Hall, 

Dukinfield, 

Cheshire. 

To  the  Mayor,  Chairman  and  Members  of  the;  Public  Health  Committee. 

1 he  work  of  the  Public  Health  Department  during  1951  is  the 
substance  of  my  fourth  Annual  Report,  which  I have  pleasure  in  present- 
ing to  the  Committee.  As  in  previous  years  the  report  also  contains  data 
on  those  services  in  the  Borough  which  are  administered  by  the  Cheshire 
County  Council  as  the  Local  Health  Authority,  under  part  III.  of  the 
National  Health  Service  Act,  1946. 

The  staff  of  the  Department  was  increased  in  February  when,1  Mr. 
J.  Webster  was  appointed  as  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  and  the  extra 
work  which  it  has  been  possible  to  do  has  fully  justified  this  appointment. 
After  he  took  up  duties  the  slaughterhouse  in  Wharf  Street  was  closed 
by  the  Ministry  of  Food  and  the  killing  was  transferred  to  Manchester. 
This  relieved  the  Department  of  the  duty  ito  inspect  the  meat  at  the 
source  and  as  a result  has  enabled  more  detailed  work  to  be  carried  out 
on  the  inspection  of  houses,  investigations  of  nuisances  and  a closer  super- 
vision of  food  premises  and  it  has  been  possible  to  take  samples  of  milk 
and  ice-cream  for  biological  and  bacteriological  tests,  for  the  first  time  in 
several  years. 

One  cannot  help  but  feel  that  the  closure  of  the  slaughterhouse  was 
a retrograde  step  as  I feel  that  the  Committee  should,  in  the  interests  of 
the  health  of  the  borough,  have  control  over  the  inspection  of  the  meat 
which  is  consumed  in  its  area. 

The  Death  Rate  of  15.49  is  the  highest  recorded  in  the  Borough 
during  the  last  20  years  and  represents  a total  of  274  deaths  as  against  258 
last  year.  The  Birth  Rate  of  16.03  is  slightly  higher  than  last  year’s 
figure  and  the  Infant  Death  Rate  of  50.33  is,  it  is  regretted  to  record,  the 
highest  since  1946.  A more  detailed  analysis  of  these  rates  will  be  found 
in  the  report. 
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There  were  no  epidemics  of  any  serious  nature  during  1951,  the 
most  prevalent  infectious  disease  being  measles  with  228  cases.  A dis- 
quieting- feature  of  the  infectious  diseases  v/as  an  increase  in  the  number 
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of  notified  cases  of  pulmonary  tuberculosis  of  which  18  cases  were  reported 
as  against  10  last  year.  The  wisdom  of  removing  responsibility  for  the 
T.B.  service  from  the  Local  Authorities  and  dividing  it  between  the  Local 
Authorities  and  Regional  Hospital  Board  has  been  questioned  by  all  Public 
Health  workers  and  has  called  for  much  more  local  liaison  between  the  two 
authorities  than  exists  in  other  branches.  It  is  felt  that  Local  Authority 
control  at  the  Dispensary  Level  would  be  an  improvement  over  the  present 
method  of  division. 

In  conclusion,  may  I express  my  thanks  to  the  Chairman,  Deputy 
Chairman,  and  Members  of  the  Committee  for  all  the  help  and  encourage- 
ment they  have  given  me  and  also  Mr.  Buckley,  Mr.  Webster  and  Miss 
Heaton  for  their  most  invaluable  help  so  willingly  and  cheerfully  given. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

T.  HOLME. 
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VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Population — 1951  Census  (including  Matley)  18,445 

Population — 1951  Registrar  General’s  Estimate  18,400 


Live  Birth  Rate  16.03 

Still  Birth  Rate  0.59 

Death  Rate  15.49 

Infant  Death  Rate  50.33 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  NIL 
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Rate  per  thousand 
population 


Rate  per  thousand 
related  births 


Area  in  Acres  1,723 

Rateable  Value  £80,734 


PHYSICAL  FEATURES. 

Dukinfield  is  situated  on  the  left  bank  of  the  River  Tame  which 
forms  its  northern  and  western  boundary.  The  most  populated  part  of 
the  town  lies  to  the  northwest,  where  the  river  changes  its  direction  and 
runs  southwards.  The  town  itself  is  mainly  situated  on  gradually  sloping 
ground  but  the  eastern  end  of  the  town,  which  is  mainly  rural  in  character 
rises  to  a height  of  700  feet.  The  sub-soil  is  in  some  places  loamy  clay 
and  in  others  sand  stone  and  the  outcrop  the  Permian  system.  Under- 
neath there  are  some  coal  measures  but  these  are  not  v/orked. 


SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 

The  Borough  is  situate  in  an  industrial  area  and  its  inhabitants 
are  mainly  engaged  in  cotton  manufacturing,  engineering,  boiler  making 
rope  manufacturing,  waggon  repairing,  soap  works,  dye  works  and  an 
electric  accumulator  works.  The  rural  part  of  the  town  is  graduailly 
diminishing  in  size  as  the  housing  programme  makes  its  demands  on 
the  available  land  but  it  is  here  that  the  farms  are  situated. 

Work  in  industry  attracts  both  single  and  married  women  and  the 
number  of  women  thus  employed  (mainly  in  the  cotton  trade)  was  as 
large  as  ever  during  1951. 
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TABLE  I. 


Dukinfield  16.03  0.59  15.49  — — — — 0.33  0.49  ! — 0.54 


TABLE  II. 

COMPARATIVE  TABLE  OF  BIRTH  RATES,  DEATH  RATES 

AND  INFANTILE  MORTALITY  FOR  THE  PERIOD 

1931  — 1951. 


Year 

Death  Rate 

Birth  Rate 

Infantile  Mortality 

1931-1935 

13.07 

14.51 

81.2 

(average) 

(average) 

(average) 

1936-1940 

13.87 

14.47 

57.74 

(average) 

(average) 

(average) 

1941-1945 

13.99 

17.5 

53.72 

(average) 

(average) 

(average) 

1946 

13.50 

17.4 

62.6 

1947 

12.31 

19.82 

46.3 

1948 

15.29 

18.15 

24.24 

1949 

12.87 

15.78 

44.6 

1950 

14.8  • 

15.26 

28.7 

1951 

15.49 

16,03 

50.33 
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TABLE  III. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY  RATES  PER  1,000  RELATED 

BIRTHS. 


Infantile  Mortality 

England  and  Wales 

29.6 

126  County  Boroughs  and 

Great  Towns  including 

London 

33.9 

148  Smaller  Towns 

27.6 

London 

26.4 

Dukinfield 

SO. 33 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY  RATE 

BIRTHS. 

PER  1,000  RELATED 

Maternal  Mortality 

Dukinfield 


Nil 


TABLE  IV. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEATHS  0-1  YEAR, 
ACCORDING  TO  AGE  AND  CAUSE. 


Cause  of  Death 

Age  at  Death 

Sex 

Oedema  of  lungs;  influenza 

1 1 months 

F 

Acute  influenza;  pneumonia 

1 1 months 

F 

Lobar  pneumonia 

9 months 

M 

Hydrocephalus  (internal);  spina  bifida; 
Meningocele,  congenital. 

9 weeks 

F 

Congenital  heart  disease 

7 weeks 

M 

Acute  bronchopneumonia 

3 weeks 

M 

Bronchopneumonia 

3 weeks 

F 

Bronchopneumonia;  atelectasis 

2 weeks 

M 

Bronchopneumonia;  oesophageal  a tresia 

2 weeks 

M 

Septicaemia;  bronchopneumonia 

1 week 

M 

Bronchopneumonia ; atelectasis 

5 days 

M 

Prematurity 

5 days 

F 

Prematurity 

3 days 

F 

Generalised  haemorrhage;  haemorrhagic 
disease  of  new  born;  prematurity 

3 days 

M 

Prematurity 

1 1 hours 

M 
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TABLE  V. 

LIST  OF  DEATHS  OCCURRING  IN  AND  BELONGING  TO 
THE  BOROUGH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1951. 


Cause 

Males 

Female 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

4 

1 

Tuberculosis,  other 

— 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

i 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

5 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung  and  bronchus 

1 

— 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

— 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

2 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

16 

10 

Diabetes 

1 

3 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

12 

11 

Hypertension,  with  heart  disease 

6 

5 

Other  heart  disease 

36 

48 

Other  circulatory  disease 

1 

2 

Influenza 

2 

7 

Pneumonia 

5 

5 

Bronchitis 

7 

4 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

3 

— 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

2 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

1 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

2 

1 

All  other  accidents 

2 

1 

Suicide 

1 

— 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

11 

6 

TOTAL 

138 

136 
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ANALYSIS  OF  CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


PROPORTION  TO  TOTAL  DEATHS  1951. 
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TABLE  VI. 


CLASSIFICATION  OF  DEATHS  ACCORDING  TO  AGE  AND  CAUSE. 


Under  4 weeks 

4 weeks  & under  1 year 

1 - 4 years 

5-14  years 

15-24  years 

25  - 34  years 

35  - 44  years 

45  - 54  years 

55  - 64  years 

65  - 69  years 

70  - 74  years 

75  years  up 

TOTAL 

Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

2 

1 

2 

5 

Non- Pulmonary  tuberculosis 

i 

1 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

1 

1 

CANCER  : Stomach 

1 

i 

2 

2 

3 

9 

Lung 

i 

1 

Breast 

i 

i 

1 

1 

4 

Uterus 

1 

i 

2 

Other  sites 

1 

2 

2 

8 

5 

3 

5 

26 

Diabetes 

3 

1 

4 

Vascular  lesions 

2 

3 

12 

6 

13 

36 

Coronary  disease  ; angina 

1 

6 

7 

3 

6 

23 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

2 

1 

3 

5 

11 

Other  heart  diseases 

2 

4 9 

1 1 

19 

39 

84 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

3 

3 

Influenza 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

. 9 

Pneumonia 

1 

3 

1 

3 

2 

10 

Bronchitis 

3 

t 

4 

3 

11 

Ulcer  of  Stomach 

1 

2 

3 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

1 

1 

i 

3 

Congenital  malformations 

1 

2 

1 

4 

Other  diseases 

9 

1 

2 

2 

1 

1 

i 

17 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

1 

1 

3 

All  other  accidents 

2 

i 

3 

Suicide 

1 

1 

TOTAL 

10 

S 

2 

2 

4 

9 

20 

46 

44 

49 

83 

274 

TABLE  VII. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


j.  DIPHTHERIA 

3 

-J 

W 

CO 

>« 

Ql 

W 

i SCARLET  FEVER 

1 

< 

z 

o 

S 

D 

w 

Z 

Ch 

) WHOOPING 

COUGH 

co 

W 

_] 

CO 

< 

UJ 

s 

I ACUTE 

POLIOMYELITIS 

PULMONARY 

r TUBERCULOSIS 

NON-PULMONARY 

TUBERCULOSIS 

w 

Z 

Z 

o 

CO 

DYSENTERY 

MENINGOCOCCAL 

INFECTION 

PUERPERAL 

PYREXIA 

FOOD 

POISONING 

TOTAL 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Notifications 

Deaths 

| Notifications 

Deaths 

Notifications 

'•  Deaths 

j Notifications 

L 

Deaths 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Notifications  j 

Deaths 

Notifications  | 

Deaths 

Notifications  j 

Deaths  ! 

Notifications  j 

Deaths  j 

Notifications  j 

Deaths 

Notifications  \ 

Deaths  , 

Under  1 year 

1 

i 

2 

5 

i 

9 

i 

1-2  years 

1 

3 

65 

i 

70 

3-4  years 

5 

3 

3 

85 

1 

1 

98 

5-9  years 

7 

3 

72 

1 

2 

85 

10  - 14  years 

7 

1 

1 

9 

15-24  years 

1 

3 

7 

11 

25  - 34  years 

3 

i 

3 

1 

3 

1 

12 

35  - 44  years 

4 

3 

1 

8 

45  - 64  years 

3 

19 

3 

j 

3 

2 

1 

i 

1 

27 

6 

65  and  over 

12 

6 

1 

3 

13 

9 

TOTAL 

3 

20 

SO 

10 

8 

2 

28 

i 

18 

5 

3 

i 

1 

2 

3 

5 

342 

16 

TABLE  VIII. 


NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS  OF  T.B.  CASES  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 


PULMONARY  NON-PULMONARY 

Notifications 

18 

3 

Deaths 

5 

1 

Total  number  of  cases 
on  Register  31/12/51 

77 

21 

TABLE  IX. 

HOUSING  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  T.B. 

CASES. 

Type  of  house 

Type  of  house 
occupied  when 
notified 

Type  of  house 
occupied 
31/12/51 

Very  Good  (Corporation) 

27 

52 

Very  Good  (Others) 

7 

5 

Good 

20 

17 

Fairly  Good 

28 

14 

Fair 

7 

5 

Poor 

6 

4 

Bad 

3 

1 

15 


TABLE  X. 


NOTIFICATIONS  AND  DEATHS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS  CASES. 


PULMONARY 

NON-PULMONARY 

New  Cases 

New  Cases 

Notified 

Deaths 

Notified 

Deaths 

1932 

25 

23 

19 

4 

1933 

17 

13 

10 

2 

1934 

13 

13 

9 

5 

1935 

22 

7 

10 

3 

1936 

22 

18 

12 

3 

1937 

19 

18 

4 

2 

1938 

18 

6 

6 

3 

1939 

17 

14 

6 

— 

1940 

18 

14 

9 

3 

1941 

12 

9 

6 

3 

1942 

13 

8 

4 

2 

1943 

12 

8 

7 

4 

1944 

6 

8 

6 

1 

1945 

13 

7 

3 

— 

1946 

14 

4 

8 

2 

1947 

10 

7 

3 

2 

1948 

17 

9 

4 

2 

1949 

17 

8 

3 

1 

1950 

10 

2 

3 

1 

1951 

18 

5 

3 

1 

16 


TABLE  XI. 

NUMBER  OF  FAMILIES  RE-HOUSED  DURING  THE 

YEAR  1951  WITH  AN  ANALYSIS  OF  THE  CIRCUMSTANCES. 


— 1- 

Reason  for  Removal 

New 

Houses 

Re-let 

Houses 

Bungalows 

Flats 

TOTAL 

Exchange  to  better  class  house 


7 

1 

13 
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Relief  of  overcrowding 

ZD 

2 

2 

— 

4 

8 

Insufficient  bedroom 
accommodation 

13 

16 

— 

12 

41 

Tuberculosis  in  family 

1 

1 

— 

2 

4 

Other  medical  reasons 

— 

2 

1 

3 

6 

Closing  and  demolition  orders 

3 

4 

4 

— 

11 

Exchange  to  smaller  house 

4 

3 

3 

10 

Other  reasons : mutual  ex- 
change for  higher  or  lower 
rental,  etc. 

| 

12 

_ 

12 

Staff 

2 

i 

2 

— 

— 

4 

TOTAL 

28 

44 

| 

21 

24 

117 

17 


BIRTH  RATE. 


I here  were  293  births  during  the  year,  of  which  157  were  males 
and  141  females  and  of  these,  9 males  and  4 females  were  illegitimate 
births.  The  Birth  Rate  for  the  year  was  16.03  which  shows  an  increase 
over  last  year’s  figure  and  is  higher  than  that  of  the  country  as  a whole. 

DEATH  RATE. 

1 here  were  274  deaths  belonging  to  the  Borough  in  1951  and  of 
these  138  were  males  and  136  were  females.  This  figure  gives  a rate  of 
15.49  which  is  appreciably  higher  than  that  of  England  and  Wales  and 
the  highest  recorded  in  Dukinfield  since  1929.  Table  V analyses  the 
causes  of  death  and  a study  of  it  shows  that  the  greatest  number  of 
deaths,  118  are  due  to  diseases  of  the  heart.  The  corresponding  figure 
for  1950  was  95  so  that  it  would  appear  that  deaths  included  m these 
groups  are  responsible  for  the  increased  rate  during  the  period  under 
review.  A more  detailed  investigation  of  the  figures  shows  that  the 
number  of  deaths  from  other  heart  diseases  has  increased  this  year  and 
this  has  mam! y been  due  to  deaths  in  persons  over  the  age  of  65  from 
myocardial  degeneration.  1 he  reason  for  the  increased  deaths  from  this 
cause  is  difficult  to  find  but  it  may  have  been  that  influenza,  which  was 
prevalent  early  in  the  year,  played  some  part,  along  with  the  severe 
conditions  experienced  during  the  winter  months. 

There  were  three  deaths  from  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  three  deaths 
from  other  accidents  — of  these  numbers  2 were  children. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 

There  were  15  deaths  in  children  under  one  year  of  age,  which 
gives  an  infant  mortality  rate  of  50.33  or  almost  doublet  last  year’s  figure 
Of  these,  by  far  the  greatest  number!  (10)  occurred  in  the  first  month  of 
life  and  in  seven  of  them  there  existed  either  a defect  at  birth  or  pre- 
maturity. The  health  of  the  mother  is  a big  factor  in  determining  the 
health  of  the  child  at  birth  and  it  would  be  interesting  to  know  how 
many  of  them  w^ere  employed  while  pregnant  and  how  far  advanced  in 
pregnancy  they  were  before  giving  up  work.  Of  the  five  babies  who 
died  between  the  age  of  one  month  and  one  year,  two  died  as  a result 
of  a congenital  defect  and  three  of  a respiratory  infection. 
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MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 


There  were  no  maternal  deaths  during  the  year. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 

Measles  was  the  most  prevalent  infectious  disease  during  1951  and 
228  cases  were  notified.  This  is  consistent  with  the  normal  epidemic 
incidence  of  this  disease  which  appears  to  be  alternating  with  whooping 
cough,  as  it  will  be  noted  that  there  were  few  cases  of  the  latter  disease 
m 1951  compared  with  1950  when  we  had  216  notifications  but  little 
measles.  There  were  three  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  notified  during  the 
year  — this  increase  in  notification  being  due  to  the  altered  definition 
of  the  condition  as  laid  down  m the  Puerperal  Pyrexia  Regulations  of 
1951.  Whereas  originally  a temperature  of  100.4°F  had  to  be  main- 
tained over  24  hours  or  recur  within  21  days'  of  birth  the  new  regulation 
defines  the  condition  as  one  in  which  the  temperature  of  100.4°  F.  or 
more  has  occurred  within  14  days  of  birth.  There  was  one  case  of  polio- 
myelitis which  occurred  m an  adult  female.  An  investigation  failed  to 
reveal  any  apparent  reason  for  the  occurrence  of  this  case  and  the  patient 
was  restored  to  health  with  no  residual  paralysis  and  without  secondary 
cases  arising.  There  were  17  deaths  as  a result  of  infectious  disease  and, 
with  one  exception,  these  were  from  either  pneumonia  or  tuberculosis. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  number  of  notifications  during  1951  was  21,  of  which  18  were 
pulmonary  and  3 non-pulmonary.  There  were  6 deaths  from  this  dreaded 
disease  during  the  year,  so  that  we  entered  1952  with  a total  of  98  cases 
on  the  register. 

It  is  impossible  for  me  to  exaggerate  the  importance  of  this  disease 
in  the  community.  It  is  distressing  from  the  physical,  economical  and 
social  points  of  view  and  remains  the  most  feared  of  all  infectious  diseases 
in  the  minds  of  patient,  doctor  and  administrator  alike.  No  one  branch 
of  present  day  medicine  can  tackle  it,  as  it  is  in  the  power  of  all  three 
sections  to  make  a contribution  towards  the  control  and  cure;  early  diag- 
nosis is  essential,  facilities  for  isolation  and  treatment  by  modern  methods 
are  necessary  and  the  improvement  of  social  and  housing  conditions  for 
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the  family  of  the  afflicted  of  prime  importance.  It  is  obvious,  therefore, 
that  in  the  absence  of  a unified  tuberculosis  service,  which  in  my  opinion 
is  the  ideal  way  to  tackle  the  problem,  close  liaison  and  good  relationships 
must  exist  between  the  Public  Health  Department,  the  general  pract- 
itioners and  hospitals  and  1 think,  in  this  area  at  least,  that  this  is  the 
case. 

The  Housing  Committee  is  sympathetic  to  all  cases  of  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  particularly  and  four  families  were  re-housed  during  the  year, 
a glance  at  the  housing  circumstances  shows  the  improvement  effected 
in  those  families  in  which  one  member  suffers  from  this  condition. 

Table  X gives  the  notifications  and  deaths  of  tuberculous  patients 
smee  1932  and  it  is  pleasing  to  note  a general  improvement  which  is 
most  spectacular  in  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  and  in  non- 
pulmonary  notifications. 

Towards  the  end  of  1951  arrangements  were  in  hand  for  the  second 
visit  of  the  Mass  Miniature  Radiography  Unit  to  Dukinfield  and  at  the 
time  of  writing  this  unit  has  completed  its  survey  in  the  town.  There 
was  a greater  response  from  the  public  this  year  than  on  the  previous 
visit. 

HOUSING. 

Table  XI.  has  been  compiled  and  kindly  supplied  by  the  Housing 
Manager,  whom  I would  like  to  thank  for  letting  me  have  these  details. 
There  is  no  doubt  that  serious  though  it  is,  the  housing  position  is 
gradually  easing  though  it  is  felt  that  a greater  allocation  of  houses  by 
the  Ministry  would  give  this  Committee  more  freedom  of  action  with 
unfit  houses.  The  standards  by  which  houses  are  judged  for  demolition 
orders  to-day  are  of  necessity  considerably  lower  than  they  were  before 
the  war  and  this  point  has  to  be  borne  in  mind  each  time  a house  is 
inspected.  The  liaison  between  the  two  departments  — Health  and 
Housing  — is,  I am  glad  to  say,  very  good  indeed  and  it  is  both  helpful 
and  essential  that  this  should  be  so  in  order  to  lighten  the  burden  of  both 
Committees  with  regard  to  unfit  houses. 

FOOD  POISONING  OUTBREAKS. 

Five  cases  of  food  poisoning  were  notified  during  the  year.  All 
were  single  cases  of  undiscovered  origin. 
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MILK  AND  ICE  CREAM. 


A total  of  39  samples  of  milk  was  taken  in  the  town  by  the 
Department  and  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  for  bacterio- 
logical and  biological  examination.  In  all  cases  except  two,  which  were 
produced  in  neighbouring  districts,  the  results  were  satisfactory. 

Details  of  the  two  unsatisfactory  samples  are  as  follows : - 


Sample  No. 

.......  .... 

Designation  1 

Result  of  Examination 

Action  Taken 

2 

Ungraded 

Methylene  Blue 
reduced  in  4 hours. 

Health  Department  of 
Authority  concerned 
notified. 

26 

Ungraded 

Tubercle  Bacilli 
present. 

Ministry  of  Agriculture 
and  Fisheries  notified  and 
cows  of  the  two  affected 
herds  tested,  but  no  reactors 
found. 

One  of  the  two  farms 
concerned  is  now  producing 
only  T.T.  Milk. 

No  action  was  necessary  under  Article  20  of  the  Milk  and 
Dairies  Regulations,  1949. 

Five  samples  of  Ice-cream  sold  in  the  district  were  examined  and 
all  placed  in  Grade  1. 
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WATER  SUPPLY. 


I am  indebted  to  Mr.  M.  T.  B.  Whitson,  Engineer  and  Manager 
of  the  Ashton-under-Lyne,  Stalybridge  and  Dukinfield  (District)  Water- 
works, for  the  following  report  on  the  quality  and  quantity  of  the  Borough 
water  supply  during  1951. 


The  quality  and  quantity  of  the  water  supply  have  both  been  satis- 
factory. 


2.  Bacteriological  examinations  of  piped  supplies. 

Type  of  Water  Samples  taken.  Results 

Filtered  water  taken  directly 

after  filtration  6 Excellent 


Filtered  water — tap  samples  taken  at 

various  points  in  the  Borough  51  Quite  satisfactory. 

Raw  None.  None. 

3.  Plumbo  Solvency.  Calcium  Chloride  added  before  filtration. 
Samples  taken  from  same  supply  were  quite  satisfactory. 

4.  No  form  of  contamination  has  presented  itself. 

5.  Population  supplied  from  public  water  mains  : - 

(a)  Direct  to  Houses  18,445  (Estimated) 

(b)  By  means  of  standpipes  None 
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CHEMICAL  ANALYSIS  OL  THE  BOROUGH’S 

WATER  SUPPLY. 


Source  (filtrate  main  tap  sample)  

Date  

pH  Value 

Colour  in  2 ft.  Glass  Tube — mm  Hazen  sol 

Brushes  Supply 
23/1/51 

6.40 

7 

Free  acidity  as  C02 

P.P.M. 

3.8 

Total  Alkalinity  as  CaC03  . ..,  

8.3 

Hardness  by  soap  test — Carbonate  hardness 

8.0 

Non-Carbonate  hardness 

46.0 

Total  

54.0 

Combined  Chlorine  CL2  

15.5 

Nitrates — Nitric  Nitrogen  as  N2  

0.40 

Nitrites — Nitrous  Nitrogen  as  N2 

0.006 

Free  and  Saline  Ammonia  as  NH3  

0.236 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  as  NH3  ....  

0.039 

Oxygen  absorbed  test,  4 hrs.  at  27  °C 

0.45 

Iron  in  solution  as  Fe  

Total  Iron  as  Fe  

Manganese  as  Mn  • 

0.12 

Silica  Si02  

90 

Alumina  AL203  

0.08 

Alumina  as  Sulphate  Gf  Alumina 

0.6 

Lead  as  Pb  taken  up  in  24  hrs 

0.50 

REPORT — This  sample  is  quite  satisfactory. 
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MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 


I his  service  continues  to  be  administered  by  the  Cheshire  County 
Council  and  a report  will  be  found  in  a later  section. 

VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

There  is  a centre  at  Ashton-under-Lyne  District  Infirmary  for 
patients  suffering  from  venereal  diseases.  The  service  is  administered  by 
the  Manchester  Regional  Hospital  Board. 


ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SANITARY 
INSPECTOR  FOR  THE  YEAR  1951, 

Public  Health  Department, 

Town  Hall,  Dukinfield 

To  the  Chairman  and  Gentlemen  of  the  Public  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  Annual  Report  upon  the 
sanitary  conditions  which  exist  in  the  Borough. 

During  the  year,  an  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointed. 
This  appointment  resulted  in  the  following-up  of  complaints  more  exped- 
itiously. Work  was  carried  out  which  in  the  past  had  to  be  left  over 
through  lack  of  staff.  In  addition,  it  was  possible  to  carry  out  inspections 
more  fully  in  other  branches  of  the  department  (other  than  the  inspection 
and  following- up  of  housing  defects  to  cottage  type  property,^  such  as 
inspections  under  the  Factories  Acts,  the  taking  of  milk  and  ice  cream 
samples  and  inspections  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

15  houses  were  represented  as  unfit  for  human  habitation.  It  is 
to  be  ihoped  that  the  time  will  not  be  too  far  distant  when  worn  due  and 
unfit  houses  will  be  able  to  be  condemned  and  demolished  at  an  increased 
rate. 
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Inspections  of  all  food  shops  in  the  district  were  undertaken  in 
accordance  with  the  new  Byelaws  in  respect  of  Handling,  Wrapping  and 
Delivery  of  Food,  made  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

A routine  inspection  of  all  licensed  premises  was  made,  resulting  in 
many  improvements,  such  as  new  sanitary  accommodation  and  the  pro- 
vision of  stainless  steel  bar  sinks.  Whilst  Brewery  Companies  have  been 
most  co-operative,  much  time  is  wasted  in  the  delay  in  obtaining  the 
necessary  building  licences  for  extensive  alterations.  However,  work  is 
progressing!  in  several  cases  with  alterations  to*  make  sanitary  accommodation 
up  to  date. 

One  regrettable  feature  during  the  year  was  the  closing  down,  in 
April,  of  the  Ministry  of  Food  Slaughterhouse  situate  in  Wharf  Street. 
Although  not  a modern  building,  it  served  a useful  purpose  in  that 
inspections  of  meat  were  able  to  be  made  during  slaughter  before  delivery 
to  the  shops. 

Regarding  conversion  of  waste  water  closets  to  the  fresh  water 
carriage  system.  In  1938  there  were  1360  waste  water  closets  in  the  town. 
Conversion  during  the  years  from  1938  to  the  present  date  has  been  slow 
and  in  1951  6 waste  water  closets  were  converted  to  the  fresh  y water 
carriage  system;  approximately  1300  remain.  The  waste  water  carnage 
system  is  out  of  date  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  day  will  not  be  too  far 
distant  when  this  system  is  considered  a museum  piece. 


In  conclusion,  I wish  to  pay  tribute  and  give  thanks  to  the  Chair- 
man, Councillor  G.  E.  Fieldhouse;  the  Health  Committee;  Dr.  T.  Holme 
Medical  Officer  of  Health;  Mr.  J.  Webster*  Additional  Sanitary  Inspector 
and  Miss  Elsie  Heaton  for  their  invaluable  help  and  support  during  the 
past  year. 


I have  the  honour  to  be, 


Your  obedient  servant, 


LESLIE  BUCKLEY, 
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Sanitary  Inspector. 


SANITARY  INSPECTORS’  VISITS  AND  INSPECTIONS. 


(a)  General  Sanitation : 

Water  Supply  1 

Drainage  — Primary  Visits  61 

Drainage  — Re-inspections  335 

Stables  and  Piggeries  18 

Fried  Fish  Shops  ...  60 

Pet  Shops  , I 

Raor  Flock  Act  1 

O 

Moveable  dwellings  1 

Factories,  with  power  , 104 

Factories,  without  power  5 

Bakehouses,  with  power  76 

Bakehouses,  without  power  1 

Outworkers  12 

Public  Conveniences  87 

Theatres  and  places  of  entertainment  5 

Refuse  disposal  ...... 6 

Rodent  Control  79 

Atmospheric  pollution  22 

Shops  Act  5 

Schools  1 

Ficensed  Premises  185 

Farms  3 

Petroleum  Act  3 

Miscellaneous  Sanitary  visits  165 

1237 


(b)  Housing 


(l)  Public  Health  Act. 

Primary  inspections  212 

Re-inspections  1863 

Verminous  Premises  — Primary  Inspections  ...  27 

Verminous  Premises  — re-inspections  17 
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(ii)  Housing  Act. 


Primary  Inspections  15 

Re-inspections  68 

Miscellaneous  housing  visits  45 
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(c)  Infectious  Disease 


Primary  enquiries  29 

Food  Poisoning  2 

Miscellaneous  Enquiries  8 
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(d)  Meat  and  Food  Inspection 

Visits  to  Slaughterhouses  

Miscellaneous  meat  inspection  visits 

Butchers  shops  

Fishmongers  and  Poulterers  shops 

Greengrocers  and  fruiterers  shops  

Grocers  Shops  

Milkshops  

Ice-cream  premises  

Food  preparing  premises  

Restaurants  and  Canteens  

School  Canteens  , 

Milk  sampling  

Ice  Cream  sampling  

Miscellaneous  food  shops  

Miscellaneous  food  visits  


67 

7 

90 

20 

32 
507 
203 

67 

2 

11 

13 

33 
5 

26 

33 

— 1116 


TOTAL  VISITS  4639 
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INSPECTION  OF  DWELLING  HOUSES  DURING  THE  YEAR 


1 (a)  Total  number  of  dwellmghouses  inspected  for  housing 


defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts) 298 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  this  purpose  IS 48 

2 Number  of  dwellmghouses  found  not  to  be  in  all  res- 
pects reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  313 

3 Number  of  dwellmghouses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 


dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for 
human  habitation  . .., 15 

4 Number  of  defective  dwellmghouses  rendered  fit  an 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 

or  their  officers  i 366 

5 Number  of  dwellmghouses  in  respect  of  which  in- 

formal notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied.  t 313 

6 Number  of  dwellmghouses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notice : 

(a)  by  owners  59 

(b)  by  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  — 

NOTICES  SERVED— PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT. 


Number  of  informal  notices  served  313 

Number  of  informal  notices  complied  with  366 

Number  of  Statutory  notices  served  96 

Number  of  Statutory  notices  complied  with  ...  59 


DISINFECTION  AND  DISINFESTATION. 


Number  of  rooms  disinfected — infectious  disease  52 

Number  of  rooms  disinfested — verminous  premises...  58 

Number  of  blocked  water  closets  released  761 

Number  of  blocked  house  gullies  released  923 

Number  of  blocked  house  drains  released  1684 
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CONVERSION  OF  WASTE  WATER  CLOSETS  TO  FRESH 
WATER  CARRIAGE  SYSTEM. 


Number  of  waste  water  closets  converted  6 

HEAT  AMD  FOOD  INSPECTION, 

FOOD  SHOPS. 

As  a result  of  the  general  inspection  of  food  shops,  91  informal 
notices  were  served,  78  of  which  were  complied  with.  In  many  cases 
hot  water  was  provided,  mainly  by  the  installation  of  gas  and  electric 
geysers.  In  several  of  the  larger  shops,  extensive  decoration  has  been  and 
is  being  made  and  carried  out.  106  premises  were  registered  for  the  sale 
of  bottled  milk. 


NOTICES  SERVED. 

Bakehouses  (cum  grocery  shops)  • 6 

Greengrocers  shops  2 

Fried  Fish  Shops  9 

Wet  Fish  Shops  * 2 

Sweet  shops  5 

Tripe  shops  3 

Butchers  shops  1 

Grocers  shops  63 


SCHOOL  CANTEENS. 

All  school  canteens  have  been  inspected  during  the  year  and  I 
should  like  to  pay  tribute  to  those  workers  in  charge  for  the  very  high 
standard  of  cleanliness  and  efficiency.  It  would  be  impossible  to  single 
out  one  case  as  better  than  another.  During  school  holidays,  at  the 
request  of  the  Education  Authorities,  all  canteens  have  regularly  been 
fumigated  with  D.D.T.  Smokers  as  a step  towards  the  elimination  of 
flies.  These  pests  have  been  very  conspicuous  by  their  absence  when 
inspections  have  been  made,  proving  the  value  of  the  use  of  this  type 
of  fumigant. 
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ICE  CREAM. 


39  shops  were  registered  for  the  sale  of  ice  cream.  All  ice  cream 
is  stored  in  electrically  operated  refrigerators  and  in  all  cases  the  shops 
were  maintained  in  a clean  condition.  All  ice  cream  is  obtained  from 
manufacturers  situate  outside  the  borough.  Three  modern  travelling  sales 
vans  operate  in  the  town.  These  are  fitted  with  a supply  of  hot  water 
and  I am  pleased  to  note  the  high  degree  of  cleanliness  and  efficiency.  Five 
samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  all  with  a result  of  Grade  1 


CONDEMNATION  OF  TINNED  FOOD  ETC. 

In  addition  to  the  meat  condemned  at  the  slaughterhouse,  for 
which  separate  figures  are  given,  the  following  foods  were  inspected  and 
condemned  : 


Beef — Bone  Taint  35  lbs. 

Oxtails — Off  condition  40  lbs. 

Hake — Decomposition  3 stone 

Evaporated  Milk  101  tins 

Full  Cream  Condensed  Milk  17  tins 

Sweetened  Milk  * 1 tin 

Plum  Jam  2 lbs. 

Marmalade  , 1 lb. 

Plums  ...  20  tins 

Blackberries  3 tins 

Cherries  31  tins 

Peaches  7 tins 

Crushed  Pineapple  2 tins 

Apple  Puree  4 tins 

Oranges  5 tins 

Tomatoes  103  tins 

Tomato  Juice  1 tin 

Peas  28  tins 

Baked  Beans  13  tins 

Celery  Hearts  1 tin 

✓ 
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Spaghetti  3 tins 

Mixed  Vegetable  Soup  2 tins 

Meat  and  Gravy  , 4 tins 

Vegetable  Broth  .- 7 tins 

Butter  Beans  5 tins 

White  Onions  1 tin 

Strained  Foods  . .., 3 tins 

Chicken  Soup  2 tins 

Sweet  Pickle  . ..-. 1 tin 

Mixed  Pickle  — _. 2 jars 

Lemon  Cheese  2 lbs. 

Treacle  Puddings  2 tins 

Lobster  Paste  1 tin 

Crab  Paste  1 tin 

Bourn  vita  1 tin 

Salmon  — Grade  3 1 tin 

Pork  and  Beef  1 tin 

Bacon  and  Ham  16/4  lbs. 

Prepared  Meats  51  tins 

Boiled  Ham  (imported)  259  lbs. 

Cheese  * 8 lbs. 

Coffee  * 20  tins 

Swiss  Rolls  22  rolls 

Digestive  Biscuits  9)4  lbs. 


MEAT  INSPECTION 

As  in  previous  years,  meat  inspection  was  carried  out  by  the 
Dukinfield  and  Ashton -under-Lyne  inspectors  at  the  Ministry  of  Food 
Slaughterhouse,  Wharf  Street  until  it  was  closed  down  at  the  end  of  April 


I 
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CARCASES  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED. 


1 

Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

i 

| 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Piga 

Number  killed 

156 

239 

350 

1,12/ 

6 1 

Number  inspected 

1 56 

239 

350 

1,127 

61 

ALL  DISEASES  EXCEPT 

TUBERCULOSIS 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

28 

98 

1 

105 

6 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuberculosis 

17.9 

41.0 

0.5 

9.3 

9.8 

TUBERCULOSIS  ONLY 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

1 

2 

1 

• 

1 

Carcases  of  which  some  part 
or  organ  was  condemned 

10 

86 

- 

- 

1 

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
tuberculosis 

7.0 

36.8 

0.3 

- 

3.3 
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MEAT  AND  OFFALS,  DESTROYED  (SUMMARY). 


Tubercular : - 


Can  :ase  and  ail  cffal  of  2 cows  942  lbs. 

Carcase  and  all  offal  of  1 calf  , 38  lbs. 

Carcase  and  all  offal  of  1 pig  178  lbs. 

Carcase  and  all  offal  of  1 heifer  551  lbs. 

Part  carcases  of  5 cows  946  lbs. 

Part  carcase  of  1 heifer  86  lbs. 

Offals,  etc.  — cattle  3575  lbs. 

Offals,  etc  — pigs  35  lbs. 

6351  lbs 

Non-Tubercular : - 


Carcase  and  ail  offal  of  1 calf — Moribund  30  lbs. 

Part  carcase  of  1 cow  — Bruising  20  lbs. 

Part  carcase  of  1 cow  — Abscesses  92  lbs. 

Part  carcase  of  1 lamb  — Bruising  21  lbs. 

Part  carcases  of  2 sheep  — Abscesses  16  lbs. 

Part  carcase  of  1 sheep  — Injury  2 lbs. 

Part  carcase  of  1 pig  — Bruising  < 5 lbs. 

Offals,  etc.  — Cattle  2961  lbs 

Offals,  etc.  — Sheep  314  lbs 

Offals,  etc.  — Pigs  25  lbs. 

3486  lbs. 


TOTAL  WEIGHT  OF  MEAT  CONDEMNED  9837  lbs. 


TUBERCULAR  MEAT  (DETAIL) 


Offals,  etc. : - 

Mesenteries  and  Intestines 
Lungs,  pairs  of  

Diaphragms  

Stomachs  

Heads  and  Tongues 

Hearts  « 

Livers  

Spleens  


35  — 

546  lbs. 

98  — 

980  lbs. 

23  — 

46  lbs. 

28  — 

435  lbs. 

48  — 

1330  lbs. 

11  — 

40  lbs. 

11  — 

128  lbs. 

35  — 

70  lbs. 

3575  lbs. 
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Pigs,  etc. : - 

Plucks  1 — 7 lbs. 

Mesenteries  and  Intestines  1 — 3 lbs. 

Heads  and  Tongues  1 — 25  lbs. 

35  lbs. 


Total  Weight  of  Tubercular  Meat  condemned  6351  lbs. 


NON-TUBERCULAR  MEAT  (DETAIL) 
Cattle : - 


Offals,  etc. : - 

lbs. 

Livers  

87  — 

1002 

Cirrhosis 

Livers  , . ... 

23  — 

274 

Abscesses 

Livers  

19  — 

228 

Angioma 

Mesenteries  and  Intestines... 

6 — 

92 

Pentonitis 

Mesenteries  and  Intestines. . . 

5 — 

75 

Abscesses 

Mesenteries  and  Intestines... 

3 — 

45 

Pimply  Gut 

Stomachs  

7 — 

125 

Abscesses 

Stomachs  

3 — 

54 

Pentonitis 

Lungs,  pairs  of  

39  — 

390 

Pleurisy 

Lungs,  pairs  of  

1 — 

10 

Ech  Cysts 

Lungs,  pairs  of  

5 — 

50 

Flukes 

Lungs,  pairs  of  

1 — 

10 

Abscesses 

Lungs,  pairs  of  

1 — 

10 

Emphysema 

Heads  and  Tongues  

5 — 

175 

Actinomycosis 

Heads  and  Tongues  ...- 

1 — 

35 

Abscesses 

Diaphragms  

24  — 

51 

Pleurisy 

Udders  . 

15  — 

161 

Mastitis 

Hearts  

34  — 

132 

Pericarditis 

Spleens 

8 — 

16 

Peritonitis 

Hearts  

1 — 

4 

Abscesses 

Kidneys  

2 — 

8 

Necrosis 

Kidneys 

2 — 

8 

Nephritis 

Calf’s  Head  ^ 

1 — 

4 

Abscesses 

Diaphragms  

1 — 

2 

Abscesses 

2961  lbs. 


34 


Sheep : - 


Offals,  etc. 

Livers 

Livers 

Lambs  Livers 

Lungs 

Plucks 


Pigs,  etc.  : - 

Lungs,  pairs  of  

Lungs,  pairs  of  

Mesenteries  and  Intestines  . . . 
Plucks  


lbs. 


2 — 

5 

Abscesses 

91  — 

262 

Flukes 

6 — 

15 

Flukes 

1 — 

1 

Pleurisy 

5 — 

31 

Abscesses 

314 

lbs 

lbs. 

1 — 

5 

Pleurisy 

2 — 

8 

Pneumonia 

1 — 

5 

Peritonitis 

1 — 

7 

Pneumonia 

25  lbs. 

Total  weight  of  Non-Tubercular  Meat  condemned : 3486  lbs. 
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WEIGHTS  AND  MEASURES— SAMPLES. 


I have  received  the  following  report  from  the  Chief  Inspector, 
Weights  and  Measures,  Cheshire  County  Council : - 

“All  the  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  analysis 
and  the  fact  that  they  were  all  -certified  to  be  of  genuine  quality 
is  highly  satisfactory. 

STACEY  H ALLARD, 

Chief  Inspector.” 

Result  of  Analysis 

Reported 


Samples  taken 

No. 

Genuine  Against 

Bacon  , 

1 

1 — 

Boracic  Acid,  boric  powder  

1 

1 — 

Butter  

1 

1 — 

Cheese  ..* 

1 

1 — 

Cooking  Fat  4 

1 

1 

Liquorice  and  menthol  pellets  ..... 

I 

1 — 

Liquid  Paraffin  .* 

1 

1 — 

Margarine  

1 

1 — 

Milk 

46 

46  — 

Olive  Oil  

1 

1 — 

Seidlitz  powder  * 

1 

1 — 

Sugar  

1 

1 — 

57 

57  — 
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LICENSED  PREMISES. 


All  licensed  premises,  37  in  all,  were  inspected  during  the  year 
and  where  necessary  informal  notices  served.  A list  of  visits  and  progress 
report  is  appended. 


Number  of  licensed  premises  inspected  37 

Number  of  visits  paid  , t 148 

Number  of  informal  notices  served  34 

Number  of  informal  notices  complied  with  8 

Number  of  premises  where  work  is  in  progress  or 

partially  completed  15 


FACTORIES  ACT  1937. 

During  the  year,  186  inspections  were  made  as  against  41  in  1950. 
12  visits  were  paid  to  outworkers  premises.  No  outworker  worked  in  un- 
satisfactory conditions.  77  visits  were  paid  to  bakehouses. 


INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health. 


PREMISES 

Number 

on 

Register 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Sections 

1,  2,  3,  4 and  6 are  to  be 
enforced  by  Loc.  Authorit’s 

8 

6 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  in  which  Section  7 is 
enforced  by  Loc.  Authority 

99 

180 

11 

m 

(iii)  Other  Premises  in  which 
Section  7 is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority  (ex- 
cluding out- workers’ 
premises) 

TOTAL 

107 

186 

12 

- 

37 


CASES  IN  WHICH  DEFECTS  WERE  FOUND. 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  were 

No.  of 

Referred 

cases 

in  which 
prosecutions 

Found 

Remedied 

to  H M. 
Inspector 

by  H.M. 
Inspector 

ware 

instituted 

Want  of  cleanliness 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Overcrowding 

1 

- 

- 

- 

Unreasonable 

] 

temperature 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Ineffective  drainage 
of  floors 

— . — i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Inadequate  ventilation 

- 

_ 

- 

- 

Sanitary  conven  ences 
fa)  insufficient 

2 

2 

1 

1 

- 

(b)  unsuitable 
or  defective 

8 

6 

3 

(c)  not  separate 
for  sexes 

‘ 

_ 

_ 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  includ- 
ing offences  relating 
to  Outwork) 

1 

I 

1 

| 

i 

; 

TOTAL 

10 

1 

8 

1 

4 
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DISEASES  OF  ANIMALS  ACTS  AND  ORDERS. 


ANTHRAX  ORDER.  1938 
No  suspected  cases  were  reported  during  the  year. 

SWINE  FEVER  ORDER,  1938 

Three  suspected  cases  of  Swine  Fever  were  reported  but  in  no 
case  was  Swine  Fever  confirmed. 

PREVENTION  OF  DAMAGE  BY  PESTS  — RODENT  CONTROL 

One  full-time  rodent  operator  is  employed.  He  is  employed  in 
the  inspection  of  the  district  for  rodents  and  treatment  where  necessary. 
During  the  year,  two  sewer  treatments  were  completed  with  satisfactory 
results.  Sewer  treatment  is  invaluable  in  keeping  down  surface  infestations. 
The  sewer  treatment  was  carried  cut  by  the  authority’s  own  rodent  operator 
with  the  help  of  a labourer  loaned  from  the  Borough  Surveyor’s  depart- 
ment. It  was  not.  found  necessary  to  take  any  legal  proceedings  during  the 
year. 


Local 

Auth. 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricul- 

tural 

Others 

Total 

Total  No.  of  properties 
in  area 

3 

5790 

17 

734 

6544 

Total  No  of  properties 
inspected  

3 

1460 

17 

426 

1906 

Total  No.  of  properties 
found  to  be  infested 
and  treated  

- 

46 

- 

12 

58 
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National  Health  Service, 

I he  following  report  covers  those  services  administered  by  the 

Cheshire  County  Council  through  the  Stalyhridge  and  Dukinfield  Divisional 
Health  Service. 

DIVISIONAL  HEALTH  COMMITTEE. 

Chairman — Councillor  W.  Cooke  (January- June)  deceased. 

Councillor  Mrs.  L.  M.  Gillot  (July -December) 

Deputy  Chairman — Councillor  N.  T.  Ashton  (July-December) 

COMMITTEE. 

Representing  the  Local  Health  Authority  : - 
Councillor  A.  Bown. 

Councillor  J.  Thornton. 

Representing  Dukinfield  M.B.  : - 
Councillor  W.  Andrew. 

Councillor  N.  T.  Ashton. 

Councillor  W.  Cooke  (died  May,  1951). 

Councillor  G.  Fieldhou.se  (from  June,  1951) 

Councillor  G.  Hmchliffe. 

Councillor  A.  Hitchen. 

Councillor  Dr.  N.  W.  R.  Lucas. 

Co-opted  Members  : - 

Dr.  J.  Mache,  (Cheshire  County  Local  Medical  Committee). 
Alderman  G. Saxon,  O.B.E.,  J.P.  (Dukinfield  and  Stalybndge 

Divisional  (Education)  Executive) 
Mrs.  E.  A.  High  (Cheshire  County  Nursing  Association). 

Mrs.  J.  Ashton  (Cheshire  County  Nursing  Association). 

STAFF. 

Clerk  to  Committee-— Phillip  W.  Musther,  f.c.i.s. 

Divisional  Medical  Officer — Thomas  Holme,  m.b.,  ch.b,,  d.p.h. 
Assistant  County  Medical  Officer— Ena  M.  Cant,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

Chief  Clerk — A.  Clough. 

Clerical  Assistants — J.  T.  Petrie  (H.M.  Forces);  Misses  J.  Norton, 

D.  Ollerenshaw,  M.  Thorpe  and  K.  Walton. 
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Health  Visitors  : - 

Miss  W.  Gnmstone. 

Mrs.  A.  E.  Marten  (resigned  September,  1951) 

Miss  I.  Asquith  (appointed  3/9/51). 

District  Nurses — Miss  M.  Stratton  and  Miss  E.  Ambler. 

School  Nurse — Mrs.  E.  M.  Thomas. 

Midwife — Miss  A.  Lees. — 

Authorised  Officer — J.  Thompson. 

Physiotherapist — Mrs.  C.  Cooke,. 

Dental  Surgeon — Mr.  E.  S.  Poulter,  l.d.s.  (part-time  basis). 

Specialists  : - 

Ophthalmic  Surgeons — W.  E.  Lawson,  m.b.,  ch.b. 

O.  Taylor,  M.B.,  CH.B. 

Orthopaedic  Surgeon — J.  L.  Mangan,  f.r.c.s. 

Paediatrician — }.  D.  Allan,  m.d.,  f.r.c.p. 

Tuberculosis  Physician — E.  Ratner,  m.d.,  d.p.h. 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  Surgeon — E.  M.  Innes,  f.r.c.s.,  d.l.o. 

General  Practitioners  attending  Welfare  Centre,  Dukinfield,  on  a 
sessional  basis— N.  W.  R.  Lucas,  m.r.c.s.,  l..rc.p.,  J.  Macfie; 
m.b.,  ch.b.,  and  }.  R.  Wardley,  m.d. 

CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

The  three  Welfare  Centres  in  the  Division  are  situated  as  follows  : - 

Dukinfield — 212,  Astley  Street. 

Stalybridge — Mechanics’  Institute. 

Wesleyan  Methodist  School,  Millbrook. 

Sessions  are  held  as  follows  : - 

212,  Astley  Street — Wednesday  mornings  and  afternoons  and  Thursday 

afternoons. 

Millbrook — Alternate  Monday  afternoons. 

Mechanics’  Institute — Tuesday  and  Wednesday  afternoons. 
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DUKINFIELD  WELFARE  CENTRE. 


The  flat  on  the  first  floor  of  the  Welfare  Centre  was  completed 
during  the  year  and  Nurse  Asquith  took  up  residence  there  following  her 
appointment  as  Health  Visitor  to  the  Dukinfield  area  m September. 

During  most  of  1951  part  of  the  health  visiting  was  carried  out  by 
a County  M.dwife,  Nurse  Marten,  and  she  did  invaluable  work  until  her 
resignation  on  the  grounds  of  ill-health. 

Work  of  a general  maintenance  nature  was  performed  during  the 
year,  a slow  combustion  free  standing  stove  was  installed  in  the  Health 
Visitors’  room,  and  the  food  storage  cupboard  repaired  to  eliminate  damp. 

DUKINFIELD  PHYSIOTHERAPY  CLINIC. 

The  heating  arrangements  in  the  waiting  room  of  this  Clinic,  which  is 
situated  on  the  first  floor  of  the  School  Clinic  premises,  were  found  to  be  in- 
adequate and  on  the  advice  of  the  District  Architect,  changing  cubicles 
heated  by  means  of  guarded  electric  radiators  were  constructed  for  boys 
«and  girls. 


DUKINFIELD  SCHOOL  CLINIC. 

It  was  becoming  increasingly  evident  that  a pram  shelter  was  required 
at  the  School  Clinic  premises  to  accommodate  prams  which  mothers  brought 
when  presenting  their  children  for  immunisation,"  or  for  treatment  at  the 
Physiotherapy  Clinic.  After  consulting  the  Education  Committee,  whose 
building  it  is,  the  Divisional  Health  Committee  approved  an  alternative  plan 
submitted  by  the  District  Architect.  Since  the  erection  of  the  shelter, 
the  obstruction  to  the  footpath  in  Cecil  Street  has  ceased  and  further 
damage  to  the  paintwork  inside  the  Clinic  itself  has  been  prevented. 

VOLUNTARY  WORKERS. 

We  would  like  once  again  to  express  our  thanks  to  the  Voluntary 
Workers  who  have  materially  assisted  the  Health  Visitors  at  the  Clinics  in 
Stalybndge  and  Dukinfield  during  the  year.  It  would  indeed  be  difficult 
to  conduct  these  clinics  without  their  valuable  assistance. 
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1951 

1950 

Total  births  in  the  Division — livebirths 

. • . 

...  650 

630 

Total  births  in  the  Division — stillbirths 

. . . 

22 

16 

Total  number  transfers  into  the  Division  ... 

94 

114 

Total  number  of  Welfare  Sessions  held 

• • • 

- 257 

343 

Total  number  children  attending  for  first  time 

0-1 

year  . . . 490 

427 

d oral  number  children  attending;  for  first  time 

1-5 

years  ...  84 

86 

Total  number  of  attendances  0-1  year 

. . . 

7667 

7344 

Total  number  of  attendances  1-5  years 

. . . 

2955 

3609 

Total  number  of  Medical  Exams,  made  by  Medical  Officer 

2561 

Total  number  of  visits  to  new  births  

. . . 

756 

728 

Total  number  of  secondary  visits 

13603 

11416 

1 otal  number  of  other  visits 

... 

4659 

1108 

The  following  table  indicates  the  total  births  and  the  place  of  confinement : - 

TABLE  A. 


Dukinfield 

Live 

Still 

Lake  Elospital  

156 

5 

Other  Maternity  Homes  

37 

2 

Domiciliary  confinement  

J 

108 

1 

301 

8 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 

1951 

1950 

No.  of  sessions  held  

25 

24 

No.  of  new  cases  * 

41 

48 

No.  of  attendances 

248 

241 

No.  of  patients  on  whom  Rh.  factor  was 

investigated 

40 

0 

No.  of  patients  on  whom  a Wasserman 

test 

performed 

37 

0 

POST-NATAL  CLINICS 

No.  of  sessions  held  

11 

12 

No.  of  new  cases •» 

26 

42 

No.  of  attendances 

36 

52 
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SPECIALIST  CLINICS. 


Ophthalmic  (under  5 years) 

No.  of  sessions  held  59 

New  cases  ...  10 

Total  attendances  ...  64 

New  spectacles  provided  0 

Paediatric  (under  5 years) 

No.  of  sessions  held  6 

New  cases  7 

Total  attendances  26 

Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  (under  5 years) 

No.  of  sessions  held  9 

New  cases  4 

Total  attendances  4 

Physiotherapy  (under  5 years). 

1 otal  attendances  for  interview  by 


Orthopaedic  Surgeon  285 
1 otal  attendances  at  Physiotherapist’s 

clinic  620 

Total  attendances  for  U.V.L.  treatment  2686 


0 

24 

56 

3 

0 

22 

35 

0 

3 

3 


280 


658 

2651 


DENTAL  TREATMENT. 

The  number  of  ante-natal  and  post-natal  mothers  attending  for 
treatment  continues  to  be  very  low  indeed  and  only  one  case  was  treated 
during  the  year.  It  is  felt  that  some  patients  are  attending  their  own 
practitioners  for  treatment  although  evidence  on  this  is  not  easily  obtained. 
The  number  of  new  cases  under  5 years  of  age  has  dropped  slightly  but  a 
larger  number  of  attendances  was  recorded.  The  dental  examinations  and 
treatment  are  still  carried  out  by  two  dental  surgeons  who  are  engaged 


part-  time  in  the  area. 

1951  1950 

Ante-natal  patients— -new  cases — 2 

Ante-natal  patients — attendances  — 4 

Post-natal  patients — new  cases  ...  1 1 

Post-natal  patients — attendances  1 1 

Children  under  5 years — new  cases 17  32 

Children  under  5 years — attendances  160  32 
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DAY  NURSERIES. 

There  is  one  day  nursery  in  the  Division  at  Dewsnap  Lane,  Dukin- 
fieid,  where  there  is  accommodation  for  40  children.  Admission  to  the 
nursery  is  according  to  a list  of  priorities,  children  of  unmarried  mothers 
and  children  of  widows  having  the  highest  priority.  Preference  is  given 
to  mothers  in  these  c' asses  who  are  working  and  the  mothers  of  35  of  the 
children  in  the  nursery  are  in  employment. 

The  fabric  of  the  building  requires  constant  attention  and  barely  a 
month  passes  without  repairs  of  various  degrees  being  necessary.  The 
state  of  the  internal  decoration  deteriorated  very  rapidly  during  1951  and  we 
would  point  out  to  the  Committee  that  although  the  interior  has  been 
painted  twice  in  two  years,  its  present  condition  is  such  that  it  will  be 
necessary/  to  carry  out  further  decoration  early  in  the  next  financial  year. 
Work  of  a major  nature  undertaken  during  1951  included  the  completion 
of  the  extension,  the  improvements  in  the  kitchen  and  the  re-laying  of  the 
bathroom  floor.  Externally  the  path  was  relayed  as  was  the  flagged  play- 
ground to  the  south  of  the  nursery.  The  extensions  are  a great  improve- 
ment and  have  provided  the  extra  storage  accommodation,  enlargement  of 
kitchen  and  adequate  staff  room  which  were  urgendy  needed. 

The  County  Treasurer  during  the  year  produced  figures  to  show  that 
the  cost  of  running  Dewsnap  Lane  Nursery  was  9/63^.  a child  a day. 

The  health  of  the  children  was  good  during  the  year  and  there  were 


outbreaks  or  epidemics  to  report;  the  average  attendance  per 

day  was  36 

opposed  to  33  in  1950. 

1951 

1950 

Total  attendances  0-2  years  

2954 

2740 

Total  attendances  2-5  years  

5965 

5683 

Average  attendance  per  child  for  12  months 

] 

(in  days)  0-2  years 

123 

, 209 

Average  attendance  per  child  for  12  months 

(in  days)  2-5  years 

264 

Average  attendance  per  day  -r.. 

36 

33 

New  cases  admitted  

12 

16 

Waiting  list  as  at  31/12/51  

32 

37 

No.  of  mothers  in  employment  

35 

39 

No.  of  medical  examinations  carried  out 

391 

283 

No.  of  children  receiving  sunlight  treatment  ... 

10 

5 

No.  of  children  attending  specialist  clinics 

— 

3 
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VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

It  has  been  the  practice  to  carry  out  vaccinations  and  immunisations 
at  the  School  Clinic,  Dukinfield  and  in  Stalybridge  at  the  Mechanics’ 
Institute.  During  the  year  the  difference  between  the  Stalybridge  and 
Dukinfield  figures  became  marked  and  it  was  felt  that  this  in  part  may  have 
been  due  to  the  fact  that  babies  were  immunised  at  a clinic  which  was  not 
held  at  the  Welfare  Centre  to  which  the  mothers  normally  came.  In  view 
of  this  it  was  decided  to  conduct  the  immunisation  clinics  at  the  Astley 
Street  Welfare  Centre  and  there  is  no  doubt  that  since  the  change-over  took 
place,  there  has  been  a much  more  satisfactory  response  in  the  Dukinfield 
area.  We  are  pleased  to  report  that  the  figures  for  1951  both  for  vaccin- 
ation and  immunisation,  show  an  advance  over  those  for  the  previous  year. 
The  number  of  vaccinations  increased  from  223  to  350  and  the  percentage 
immunised  from  51  per  cent,  to  55.34  per  cent.  It  is  interesting  to  note 
that  the  number  of  children  immunised  by  their  own  doctors  fell,  whilst 
those  immunised  at  the  clinics  increased  considerably. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION. 

1937-1951. 

The  following  table  shows  the  total  number  of  children  under  the 
age  of  15  years  protected  against  diphtheria  arid  the  percentage  of  the 
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under  15 

' 4968 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

The  Ambulance  Service  in  the  Dukinfield  area  continues  to  be 
administered  by  the  Hyde  Divisional  Health  Committee. 


Total 

Mileage 

(5) 

14,758 

3,483 

No.  of  accident  and 
emergency  journeys 
included  in  Column  3 

(4) 

398 

39 

Total  No. 
patients 
carried 

(3) 

3,937 

362 

Total 

No. 

Journeys 

(2) 

2,040 

302 

Total 

No. 

Vehicles 

a) 

DIRECTLY)  Amb. 
PROVIDED;  Cars. 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER  CARE. 

The  main  work  in  this  section  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
has  again  been  concerned  with  the  provision  of  nursing  equipment  on  loan 
to  patients  who  are  being  nursed  at  home,  and  to  the  problem  of  those 
patients  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 

The  demand  for  nursing  equipment  was  not  so  great  during  1951  as 
in  1950.  There  is  no  doubt  that  this  service  is  materially  assisting  in  the 
home  nursing  of  patients  who  might  otherwise  have  to  be  taken  to  hospital 
and  it  may  be  that  along  with  the  help  of  the  District  Nurses  and  co- 
operation of  the  General  Practitioners,  a great  saving  of  hospital  beds  could 
be  brought  about. 

The  liaison  between  the  Health  Visitors,  Tuberculosis  Officer  and  die 
Divisional  Health  Office  has  continued  throughout  the  year.  The  Health 
Visitors  were  requested  on  numerous  occasions  to  visit  patients  with  a view 
to  ascertaining  whether  such  patients  would  accept  sanatorium  accom- 
modation and  further  ascertaining  what  method  could  be  best  used  for  their 
conveyance  thereto.  Further  special  visits  were  made  at  the  request  of  the 
Tuberculosis  Officer  to  induce  the  patient  to  attend  for  special  treatment 
and  to  enquire  into  the  non-attendance  of  patients  and  contacts. 

The  Health  Visitors  visited  tuberculous  patients  at  least  every  three 
months  and  altogether  they  paid  846  visits.  We  would  like  to  say  here 
that  our  relations  with  the  Tuberculosis  Officer  continue  to  be  very  good 
indeed  and  the  liaison  between  the  two  departments  is  excellent — an 
absolute  necessity  in  work  of  this  kind.  A meeting  to  be  attended  by  the 
medical  and  nursing  staff  has  been  arranged  to  take  place  early  in  1952 
at  the  Dispensary  in  Ashton-under-Lyne  when  it  is  hoped  to  discuss 
problems  of  prevention  and  even  closer  co-operation. 

Housing  accommodation  was  provided  by  Stalybridge  M.B.  and 
Dukinfield  M.B.  in  6 cases. 


TUBERCULOSIS. 

Pulmonary 

Non-pu  1 monary 

Total 

M F 

M 

F 

On  register  at  1/1/51 

96  70 

30 

47 

243 

Notified  during  1951  .. 

25  16 

7 

5 

53 
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DEATHS  FROM  TUBERCULOSIS. 


Pulmonary 

Non-pulmonary 

T otal 

Age 

M F 

M F 

0-1  years  

— — 

1 — 

1 

1-5  years  

— — 

— — 

— 

5-15  years  

— — 

— 1 

1 

15-45  years  

— — 

— — 

— 

45-65  years  ...  

4 1 

— 2 

7 

65  and  over  

4 — 

— — 

4 

The  following  items 

of  nursing  equipment 

have  been  issued 

from 

the  stores  based  at  the  Ambulance  Depot,  King  Street,  Stalybndge,  and  at 
the  office  of  the  Duly  Authorised  Officer,  Dukinfield  : - 


Bed  Cradles  3 Bed  Pans  32 

Air  Rings  25  Mackintosh  Sheets  20 

Back  Rests  25  Feeding  Cups  ...  1 

Urinals  ...  13  Water  Bed  1 

Wheel  Chairs  8 Air  Bed  1 

Crutches  3 pairs  Commode  ...  ...  1 

Bidet  1 


A total  sum  of  £9  4s.  Od.  has  been  received  in  rentals  for  this 

equipment. 

CONVALESCENT  HOME  TREATMENT. 

A sum  of  £125  was  granted  by  the  County  Health  Committee  to 
be  used  in  the  financial  assistance  of  persons  requiring  Convalescent  Home 
treatment  within  the  Division.  Arrangements  are  still  in  operation  with 
the  two  Convalescent  Homes  at  Southport  and  St.  Annes-on-Sea  but  sub- 
sequent to  requests  for  special  homes  further  arrangements  were  made  with 
a Convalescent  Home  at  West  Kirby  accepting  school  children  and  another 
at  Saxmundham  receiving  epileptics.  17  patients  have  been  admitted  in 
this  way — 8 adult  females,  8 adult  males  and  1 female  school  child.  6 of 
the  patients  paid  the  whole  cost  of  treatment,  1 1 received  financial  assist- 
ance. In  3 cases  the  Committee  considered  applications  for  reduction  of 
the  assessment  on  the  grounds  of  hardship  and  reductions  were  made  in 
2 cases. 
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OCCUPATIONAL  THERAPY. 

It  had  been  felt  for  some  time  that  occupational  therapy  should  be 
provided  in  the  Division  and  when  a request  for  these  facilities  w7as  received 
from  the  Manchester  Royal  Infirmary  such  a scheme  was  instituted.  The 
local  Blind  Society  were  kind  enough  to  offer  the  services  of  their  visitors 
on  a strictly  limited  basis  to  help  tram  the  patients  in  handicrafts.  Three 
patients  — two  tubercular  and  one  rheumatoid  arthritis — are  so  far  employed 
on  basket  making  and  leather  work.  The  tools  are  provided  by  this  Com- 
mittee and  are  loaned  to  the  patient,  the  materials  being  ordered  through 
the  Department  and  re-sold  to  the  patient  at  cost  price  payment  being 
made  by  instalments.  This  scheme  has  the  added  advantage  in  that  a 
reduction  of  12/4  per  cent  is  granted  to  the  Department  by  the  whole- 
salers. So  far  no  difficulty  has  been  experienced  by  the  patients  in 
disposing  of  the  articles  made. 

DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  work  of  the  Domestic  Help  Service  continues  to  increase  but 
it  would  seem  that  with  the  number  of  domestic  helps  engaged  a peak  has 
now  been  reached  in  the  number  of  cases  which  can  be  attended.  The 
establishment  of  the  service  has  remained  at  8 full-time  and  10  part-time 
domestic^  helps  and  at  the  end  of  the  year  the  wdiole  of  the  staff  w^ere 
engaged  in  a temporary  capacity. 

No.  of  Cases  attended  by  Domestic  Helps : - 


(a) 

Maternity  



14 

(b) 

Sick  and  Nursing  Mothers  . . . 

...  ... 

9 

(c) 

General  Sickness  

...  -y  . . 

20 

(d) 

Aged  and  Chronic  Sick 



..  107 

150 


Whilst  the  total  number  of  cases  may  appear  to  be  relatively  low, 
it  is  significant  that  20,568  hours  have  been  worked  and  on  an  average  no 
less  than  65  cases  were  attended  each  week;  this  of  course  is  due  entirely  to 
long-term  continuation  cases  and  it  is  of  interest  that  71.33  per  cent,  of  the 
total  cases  were  chronically  ill  or  aged  persons — an  increase  of  12t73  per 
cent,  over  last  year’s  figures. 
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REPORT  OF  THE  DULY  AUTHORISED  OFFICER,  Mr.  J. 
THOMPSON  IN  RESPECT  OF  WORK  CARRIED  OUT 
WITHIN  THE  AREA  OF  THE  STALYBRIDGE  AND 
DUKINFIELD  HEALTH  DIVISION  DURING  THE 
TWELVE  MONTHS  ENDED  31st  DECEMBER,  1951. 

1.  Precis  of  the  cases  dealt  with  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treat- 
ment Acts. 

Male  Female 

Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  20  Lunacy  Act,  1890,  i.e. 
admitted  to  hospital  as  cases  of  urgency  on  the  order  of  the 
Authorised  Officer  5 2 

Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  21  Lunacy  Act,  1890,  i.e. 
admitted  on  the  order  of  a magistrate  for  observation  for  14 
days  3 4 

Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  16  Lunacy  Act,  1890,  i.e. 
certified  as  being  of  unsound  mind 8 5 

Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  22  Lunacy  Act,  1890,  i.e. 
patient  left  in  care  of  relatives  by  magistrate  after  notification 
of  case  by  authorised  officer  1 

Cases  dealt  with  under  Section  1 Mental  Treatment  Act, 

1930,  i.e.  admitted  to  hospital  as  voluntary  patients  ...  ...  2 2 

In  addition  to  the  above  the  following  cases  were  dealt  with  by 
the  authorised  officer  under  the  Lunacy  and  Mental  Treatment  Acts : - 

3 male  and  4 female  cases  were  reported  to  the  Authorised  Officer 
as  being  suspected  cases  of  unsound  mind  but  on  investigation  were  found 
to  be  suffering  from  senility  and  their  admission  to  chronic  sick  wards  of 
hospitals  was  arranged. 

4 male  and  8 female  patients  were  treated  at  clinics  as  out-patients 
during  the  year  thus  obviating  the  necessity  for  their  admission  to  hospital. 

1 male  and  1 female  case  were  reported  to  magistrates  by  the 
Authorised  Officer  but  after  investigating  the  cases  the  magistrates  decided 
to  dismiss  the  information  without  taking  further  action. 
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One  male  and  three  female  cases  were  reported  to  the  Authorised 
Officer  but  after  investigation  were  found  to  be  not  of  unsound  mind  and 
na  further  action  was  taken. 

Two  female  cases,  while  awaiting  admission  to  hospital,  recovered 
from  their  mental  illness  and  thei  rnames  were  withdrawn  from  the  waiting 
list. 

One  female  case,  while  awaiting  admission  to  hospital,  sustained  an 
accident  in  her  home  and  was  admitted  to  the  District  Infirmary,  Ashton- 
under-Lyne  as  a casualty  and  her  name  withdrawn  from  the  waiting  list. 

2.  Twen|:ty-one  visits  were  made  to  the  homes  of  persons  in  mental  defect- 
ive colonies  in  order  that  reports  on  home  circumstances  of  such 
patients  could  be  given  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

3 Twenty-four  admissions  to  chronic  sick  wards  were  arranged  for  various 

general  practitioners  in  the  area. 

4.  Arrangements  were  made  for  the  admission  of  nine  cases  to  Part  III. 
accommodation  on  behalf  of  the  County  Welfare  Officer. 

5.  Collections  have  been  made  on  behalf  of  the  Divisional  Medical 
Officer  in  cases  where  domestic  help  has  been  allowed  and  difficulty 
experienced  in  obtaining  payments  for  services  rendered. 

6.  Arrangements  have  been  made  in  five  cases  for  care  of  patients 
property  on  their  admission  to  hospital. 

7.  After  care  visits  have  been  made  to  patients  discharged  from  mental 
hospitals  on  numerous  occasions  during  the  year  with  a view  to  assist- 
ing them  to  re-habilitate  themselves  in  public  life. 

8.  Domiciliary  supervision  visits  have  been  made  to  seventeen  male 
mentally  deficient  patients  in  the  area  at  regular  intervals  throughout 
the  year. 

9.  One  case  was  admitted  to  a Mental  Deficiency  Institution  after  being 
brought  before  the  Court  and  an  order  being  made  by  such  Court 
for  patient’s  detention. 
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10.  One  case  was  referred  to  the  Divisional  Medical  Officer  for  the 
provision  of  domestic  help. 

11.  Ninety-two  items  of  nursing  equipment  have  been  issued  from  store 
during  the  year  as  detailed  elsewhere  in  the  report  of  the  Divisional 
Medical  Officer, 

12.  General.  In  the  field  of  mental  health  greater  use  now  appears  to 
be  made  of  clinics  for  diagnosis  and  treatment  of  patients.  Dunng 
the  year  three  new  clinics  have  been  opened  and  a consulting 
psychiatrist  attends  such  clinics  at  very  frequent  intervals  for  ex- 
amination and  treatment  of  patients. 

The  position  regarding  provision  of  beds  for  both  mental  patients 
and  chronically  sick  patients  has  deteriorated  during  the  year  until  now 
it  is  only  possible  to  obtain  accommodation  in  hospital  with  the 
greatest  difficulty  for  such  patients. 
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